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No one does BRIDES better than the local news-
rooms of The Palladium-Times and Valley News. 

Now in the fourth year of this collaborative ven-
ture, the 2018 Oswego County Bride magazine hits 
the streets today and will serve as the local source 
for all things bridal in Oswego County.

Not only will thousands of readers of both news-
papers receive the magazine today, thousands more 
will be able to use the magazine year-round as it’s 
distributed at participating businesses and will also 
be available online to access digitally at www.Oswe-
goCountyNewsNow.com.

The features in this year’s magazine are local, use-
ful and entertaining.

Look for Lexie Kwiek’s story about the hustle and 
“bustle” of wedding dress alterations, including the 
different kinds of bustles, and a story by Valley News 
Editor Mike LeBoeuf about wedding photography. 

Writers Laine Griffin and Ryan Franklin authored 
great local stories about wedding advice from brides 
of different generations and all the various forms of 
delicious wedding cake, respectively.

Overall, it’s a well-rounded assortment of local 

features that complement the 
tremendous advertising support 
received for this year’s edition.

I’m proud of the staffs of each 
newspaper for working so well 
together to bring this year’s 
edition of Oswego County Bride 
to market. We have developed a 
solid niche publication for our 
local brides’ industry, one that 
brings our readers and advertisers 
together very effectively throughout the year.

As always, we welcome your comments and 
feedback on this and other possible collaborations 
between our newspapers in the future.

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy this year’s 
Oswego County Bride magazine. We are looking for-
ward to growing and improving our efforts in years 
to come.

— Jon Spaulding, Publisher The Valley News &  
The Palladium-Times

From the publisher



The hustle and ‘bustle’
of wedding dress alterations
By Lexie Kwiek

To bustle or not to bustle — that is the question many 
brides ask themselves after purchasing what is often the 
most expensive dress they will ever wear.

According to Gary Nuñez-Smith, owner and tailor of 
Gary’s Tailoring To Go in Mexico, the vast majority of 
brides he sees choose to have their wedding dress al-
tered so the train can be lifted off the ground.

“I would say 98 percent of all brides get bustles done,” 
said Nuñez-Smith. “Without a bustle you have to drag 
the train around all day long. Having a bustle makes [the 
gown] more comfortable.”

At Bliss Bridal and Formal Wear in Baldwinsville, pres-
ident and owner Gina Bush has seen many women lean 
toward wedding dresses that are easier and more com-
fortable to wear throughout the entire wedding ceremo-
ny and reception.

“I haven’t really seen a trend in brides choosing long 
or short trains, but I have seen that more of the girls are 
looking for a simpler dress,” said Bush. “Lots of the girls 
will say, ‘I want a lightweight dress,’ or, ‘I don’t want a 
lot of dress to carry around.’”

Bush said having a bustle added to a gown can give 
brides more freedom to move at their reception, while 
still allowing for a dramatic train to follow them 
down the aisle.

When it comes to creating a bustle, Nuñez-Smith 
said brides have a few different choices.

“There are two main types,” said Nuñez-Smith. 
“Over bustles and under bustles.” 

He explained an over bustle requires loops 
to be sewn onto the back of the train, which 
will connect up to buttons on the back of 
the dress. This style creates a folding tech-
nique, where the end of the train covers 
what was originally the back of the 
gown.

Under bustles are what Nuñez-Smith 
says create the “Disney princess 
poof” at the back of wedding dress-
es by folding the bottom of the 
gown up under itself. He explained 
this is done by adding ribbon ties 
on the interior of the dress, with 
one pair at the top of the train 
and another pair further down 

Photo obtained from
metrocreativeconnection.com
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the back of the gown. When 
the ribbon pairs are tied togeth-
er the dress folds under itself, 
adding another layer of thick-
ness to the back of the wedding 
dress.

“I color code the ribbons,” 
said Nuñez-Smith. “I like to 
make it as easy as possible.”

While both styles of bus-
tles result in the same goal of 
lifting the fabric off the floor, 
the finished looks can be very 
different.

“I wouldn’t say one style is 
more popular than another,” 
said Bush. “We show the bride 
both ways and let her decide 
which she likes best.”

The type of bustle can also 
depend on the style of wedding 
dress. Bush said the more fabric 
a dress has, the harder it can be 
to create a bustle. Since a mer-
maid style gown is more fitted 
than an a-line, it can be easier 

to create a bustle because there 
is less fabric to gather.

“Every dress is different,” said 
Nuñez-Smith. “Some even have 
to be side bustled.”

He said if a dress is asymmet-
rical or is gathered at the side 
of the bodice tailors will often 
pull the train to one side of 
the body and fasten the fabric 
to the bride’s hip with a small 
button. He said with this style 
dress it is easier to follow the 
flow of the fabric to avoid any 
puckering of the material.

While the idea of sewing 
some buttons or ribbons onto 
the back of a dress might seem 
like a small undertaking, find-
ing the perfect placement takes 
time and precision. 

“It all depends on the bride’s 
height,” said Bush, adding 
many gowns need to be short-
ened and taken in at the same 
time as adding the bustle.

“You should start alterations 
about two months before the 
wedding, minimum,” said 
Nuñez-Smith. He also suggested 
brides getting married in May 
start the process a little sooner 
because early spring is prom 
season, which is very busy in 
the world of alterations.

Bush agreed it is better to 
plan ahead for dress alterations 
because many brides do not 
realize how long the process 
can take to achieve the finished 
product of their dreams.

“There are typically two to 
three fittings and then a final 
one,” said Bush.

While the process of wedding 
dress alterations can be time 
consuming, it is worth looking 
at the different styles of bus-
tles and taking advantage of all 
fittings so brides can celebrate 
their special day in their perfect 
gown.



OSWEGO COUNTY BRIDE | January 2018 – 5

By Laine Griffin

Most girls dream of their perfect 
wedding, picturing what every 
detail would look like. They try 
on their mother’s wedding dress 
pretending it’s the one that’ll take 
their breath away, and picture 
holding a bouquet of daises as they 
walk down the aisle at their outside 
summer venue. 

Their mouth waters as they think 
of the smoked salmon and mixed 
green vegetables they’ll serve for 
the reception dinner, and look at 
their parents’ photo album search-
ing for the best candid photos to 
replicate. 

It all has to be perfect and any-
thing short of perfect just won’t do.

But 10 or even 55 years from 
your wedding, will you look back 

and have that same feeling you felt 
the day you walked down the aisle 
to say “I do?”

Eleanor Thomas was married in 
1959 and always pictured her per-
fect wedding in the summer, and so 
that’s just what she had: an outdoor 
summer wedding. 

But 55 years later, she wishes it 
had all been indoors.

“It was one of the hottest days of 
the summer at 95 degrees and my 
receiving line was outside,” Thomas 
said. “It was unbearable and I was 
sweating so much.”

Thinking ahead to such possi-
bilities is important. If there’s a 
likelihood of a heat wave, rain or 
snow, it may be smarter to have a 
completely indoor venue.

“I really think the main thing 
couples need to do is sit down and 

talk over the plans of the wedding,” 
Thomas advises.

Along with weather conditions, 
there are many other factors that 
need to be taken into consideration.

Finances are always a main issue 
couples need to be on the same 
page about.

“Sketch it out. Decide how much 
you’re going to spend on things,” 
Thomas said.

She believes wedding invitations 
are important to many, but “how 
long are people going to keep 
your invitations around? They will 
keep them on their fridge until the 
wedding and then they’ll be in the 
trash.”

Kasya Wittcop was married in 
2014 and emphasized the impor-
tance of simply slowing down to 
enjoy the planning process.

Here’s something to keep in mind …  
Two women offer advice for engaged couples

JILL STUDIO | www.jill-studio.com
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Minetto United 
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Scenic riverside village church setting for your small to 
medium sized wedding.

• Fully accessible.
• Sound system & 
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Park on Oswego River 

across street.
Rev. Chuck Forbes, Pastor

2433 County Route 8, Oswego, NY 13126
 Mail: PO Box 217, Minetto, NY, 13115

315-343-3465

“Wedding planning can be really 
stressful but it’s totally worth it,” 
Wittcop said. “Sometimes I hated 
wedding planning but I’d do any-
thing to go back and do it again.”

Both Wittcop and Thomas began 
planning their wedding two years 
in advance and would highly rec-
ommend doing just that.

If you want to have your perfect 
wedding, you have to take the 
time to think everything through 
and plan both the most and least 
important details.

One major thing both Wittcop 
and Thomas agree is worth the 
money is having a good photogra-
pher and videographer.

Looking back 20 or 30 years, 
you’re going to want to see not 
only the posed pictures with the 
bridal family and guests, but the 
candid photos too.

“It’s totally worth it to get a pro-
fessional photographer,” said Wit-
tcop. “They have different angles 
and really know how to capture 

the day in such a special light.”
In this generation, videos are 

popular and Wittcop said if she 
could go back to her wedding day, 
she would have hired one.

 “Nowadays, these videos are 
fantastic,” said Thomas, who wish-
es she had that option when she 
got married.

Though photographs and videos 
are, in their opinion, something 
worth spending a little extra 
money on, it is important to find 
ways to save money in other 
areas. Such savings could occur 
by making your own invitations, 
cutting down on the amount of 
food served at the reception and 
having family help out financially 
in any way they can.

“The most important thing is to 
make sure you have the financ-
es to cover what you want. If 
you don’t then you need to scale 
back,” Thomas said. “Do your 
wedding in a spectacular way but 
don’t put yourself or your parents 

into debt.”
Thomas emphasizes that there’s 

a life after the wedding, so it’s im-
portant to remember not to spend 
all your money on the wedding.

“When I hear of a father and a 
daughter fighting over what colors 
should be put over the chairs, that 
money could go towards your 
honeymoon or home you’re going 
to live in,” said Thomas.

With all of the wedding par-
ticulars and advice coming from 
family and friends, it can get easy 
losing sight of what your vision is. 
Many times, people get so caught 
up in wanting to make everyone 
happy they end up spending way 
more money. Remember it’s your 
day, not theirs.

“You aren’t there to please 
everyone. People will come at 
you with things they want to be 
included, but it’s your day. You’re 
spending a lot of money and time 
on this day so listen to what you 
want,” Wittcop counsels.



That takes the cake
Local bakers see elegant, fun trends emerging in wedding cakes

By Ryan Franklin

Cakes often act as the centerpiece of a wedding. For the bride 
and groom, cutting the cake is one of their first communal acts 
as a couple. So it’s no wonder how much thought, planning and 
craftsmanship goes into choosing and making the right cake. 

In Oswego, both Bob Bateman of Cakes Galore and Michelle 
McVey of Chelle’s Bake Shop said the trends in cake de-
sign have been dramatically changed by the internet.

Where once cakes might traditionally have been pure 
white with piped and fluted icing designs, today couples 
come in with designs they’ve found on Pinterest, Insta-
gram, Facebook and more that can range from “simple 
elegance” as Bateman described it, to extravagant and 
outlandish.

“We find that more often than not, millennials want 
something very unique, something that stands 
out,” said McVey, who opened her store in 2016 
after getting her start making cakes for retiring 
generals while her husband was stationed at 
West Point. “They come in with their pictures, 
their fabric swatches. Most of them time they 
know what they want and we just kind of guide 
them.”

Bateman, who has been making cakes at 
Cakes Galore since 1990, said most of the 
cakes he makes today are nothing like 
the traditional cake of 15, 20 years ago. 
Bateman said he’s seen a huge increase 
in the amount of cakes that utilize sim-
ple lines and colors to present a smooth, 
almost flat look.

When couples opt for simpler icing 
designs, that often means they rely 
on toppers and accents for the more 
extravagant look, with real, wild 
flowers being an especially popular 
choice, according to Bateman.

“Because the cake is simpler, the 
flowers are really what people are 
going all out on. Really some mas-
sive flowers on them or some are 
very simple,” Bateman said.

For weddings as a whole, rustic, 
country-themed settings have 
been very popular for the 
last few years, according to 
Bateman and McVey, and that 
spreads to the cake design as well. 
With those themes, couples are still 

Submitted photo
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choosing the simple frosted look, but actually ask for the 
icing to look more roughed and textured to evoke a natural, 
homemade feel, Bateman said.

McVey has already booked several weddings for 2018, and 
said the rustic theme remains popular, adding she expected 
it to continue well into 2019. When designing for a rustic 
wedding, one of her most popular styles has been a fon-
dant-covered cake made to look like a real birch tree, often 
complete with flower or wood branch accents.

Part of the birch cake’s popularity comes from how well 
it matches with the rustic theme, McVey said, proving how 
important it is to match the cake to the overall feel of the 
wedding.

On the occasion that couples come in without a design al-
ready in mind, McVey, who offers cake consultations, works 
hard to help them plan a cake that matches perfectly.

“We ask them when you think of your cake what do you 
envision? Is it romantic, is it whimsical, is it modern, geo-
metric, rustic? Do they like bright colors, do they want 
traditional, what is their venue? We ask them what’s your 
wedding palette, what’s your dress like, can we see your 
invitations? And we kind of pull information out of them to 
see what they’re looking for,” McVey said.

Other popular design trends include ombré, where the 
color gradually shifts from one tint or hue to another, 
geometric designs, marble fondant coverings, cascading 
flowers, metallics and drip cakes, according to Bateman and 
McVey.

Some couples can get especially creative with their de-
signs. Bateman said he recently created a haunted house 
cake for a Halloween-themed wedding, complete with 
Frankenstein and Bride of Frankenstein toppers, while the 
inside was red velvet to simulate oozing blood.

For another wedding in which the groom was a profes-
sional monster truck driver, half the cake had the tradition-
al white pipied design. On the other side, a toy monster 
truck’s tires appeared to splatter mud and dirt all over the 
cake by covering it in chocolate crumbs and dripped frost-
ing.

“It was a mess pretty much,” Bateman laughed. “I like do-
ing out-of-the-norm cakes like that. It makes my job a little 
fun.”

It’s not just the outside design that couples are branching 
out to either, both said. More and more, bakers are asked 
to experiment with new flavors as opposed to simple white 
cake.

Lately, Bateman has made many more cakes in key lime, 
pistachio, red velvet, or cherry than he ever had before, and 
even a mango cake at least once. One of McVey’s signature 
flavors is a dark chocolate Guiness Stout made with Bailey’s 
Irish Cream buttercream icing.

While some guests might scoff at outlandish flavors, 
McVey said couples shouldn’t be troubled.

“Don’t choose flavors you think your guests would like. 
Choose the flavors you want. Remember it’s your wedding, 
your wedding cake,” McVey said.

Submitted photo

Submitted photo
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Worth a thousand words 
Tips for finding the right
photographer for your wedding
By Mike Leboeuf

On bended knee, you proposed. She accepted.
Not long after the phone calls to share the news 

with parents and friends, the couple should consider 
calling to line up a wedding photographer.

Photographers for weddings are booked far in ad-
vance, up to 18 months or more. A couple wanting to 
ensure that they have special images capturing all the 
joy of the day need to act fast.

“At least a year in advance,” said Dave Dayger of 
Dayger Photography in Phoenix.

“On average, a couple books me a year and a half 
in advance,” said Jill Meisenzahl of Jill Studio Photog-
raphy & Design in Rochester.

How do you know you are booking the right 
photographer? Many times, couples are referred by 
friends or family members who were happy with the 
photos taken at their weddings.

“A lot of our business comes through word of 
mouth and referrals,” said Guy Keech of Keech Pho-
tography in Fair Haven. He added that the business 
has a strong Facebook presence and also attracts 

customers with its website.
Dayger recommends checking out the photogra-

pher’s website before making a decision.
 “Go to their website and see what they’ve done in 

the past so you get a feel of what you can expect for 
your wedding,” Dayger said. “You get a flavor for the 
types of photos taken.”

“They contact me through my website and check 
out our wedding galleries,” Meisenzahl said.

Keech said a trend he has noticed is that fewer and 
fewer couples opt to meet with the photographer 
ahead of time.

“We book 90 percent of the people without ever 
seeing them,” he said. “That’s changed a lot.”

A deposit is typically required, based on the type of 
wedding photography package the couple selects.

Meeting with the photographer for an engagement 
session can be helpful. Some photos can be taken 
during that meeting and the couple can share exactly 
what types of photos they want taken on the wed-
ding day. It’s also an opportunity for the couple to 
see if they are comfortable with the photographer.

“I’m open to see if they have any unique ideas.  
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The majority will just trust the 
photographer they book because 
they like their work,” Meisenzahl 
said.

Keech said another trend is that 
brides are tending to exercise less 
and less control over the photos 
taken.

“They’re hiring you based on 
your style and what you produce,” 
Keech said.

On the wedding day, the pho-
tographers will work with the 
couples to ensure they have the 
bases covered and can simply 
enjoy the day. The couples will 
most often provide a list of formal 
photos to be taken. Many of those 
can be done prior to the ceremo-
ny, allowing the photographers to 
focus more on candid shots and 
the bride and groom to spend 
more time at the reception.

First-look photos on the wed-
ding day can be particularly 
special.

 “I definitely like the getting 
ready pictures early before the 
ceremony. I really like the mo-
ment when the bride and groom 
see each other for the first time 
on their wedding day,” Meisenzahl 
said.

The couple should not expect 
to see all the photos right away. 
It can take four to six weeks for 
the photographer to provide that. 
However, many photographers 
provide a handful of “sneak peek” 
photos within a couple of days “so 
they have something to get excited 
about,” Meisenzahl said.

Some photo packages include 
albums, but couples now look to 
get the images themselves, and 
they can share them on social 
media.

Meisenzahl advises couples to 
make sure they are comfortable 
with their choice of a photogra-
pher.

“Don’t focus on a set budget and 
find someone you are comfortable 
with,” she said. “They’re going to 
be shooting some of the most im-
portant pictures of your life.”

JILL STUDIO | www.jill-studio.com

JILL STUDIO | www.jill-studio.com
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   with this ad           Expires 12/31/18

Open: Mon.-Fri.  8-3 • Sat. 8-1 • Closed Sunday 

Weddings & Gatherings

Share your 
special day at 
The Eis House
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atmosphere.
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•Overnight Stay accommodations Featuring a Bridal Suite
•Rooms for Showers, Rehearsal Dinners and More!
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Once couples have tied the 
knot, hit the reception dance 
floor and thanked their friends 
and family for joining them, their 
thoughts might start looking 
ahead to their honeymoons. 

Statistics vary in regard to how 
much couples spend on their 
honeymoons, but those head-
ing overseas can expect to pay 
thousands of dollars on such 
getaways. Couples planning their 
honeymoons want to get the 
most for their money while also 
ensuring their first trip together 
as newlyweds is as memorable as 
possible. 

The destination couples choose 
can go a long way toward mak-
ing that happen, and couples can 
consider various factors as they 
work together to choose a locale 
for their honeymoons.

Activity level
Some couples might want their 

honeymoons to be filled with 
activities, while others might 
prefer more low-key trips spent 
relaxing at seaside resorts. Cou-
ples can discuss which types of 
trips they prefer and be willing 
to compromise if their desires 
differ. 
Travel

Some couples may prefer to 
travel throughout their honey-
moons, while others may want 
to stay at the same resort for the 
duration of their trips. Couples 
who want to travel may find a 
backpacking trip to Europe is 
a romantic way to indulge their 
sense of adventure, while those 
who prefer something more qui-
et may find a beach resort more 
to their liking.

Budget
Budget is a strong consideration 

for many couples as they plan 
their honeymoons. Because honey-
moons can be expensive, couples 
who don’t want to sacrifice on 
their first trip together as a married 
couple can begin planning their 
trips early, even looking for ways 
to cut costs on their ceremonies 
and receptions if their honey-
moons are a bigger priority. 

When planning their honey-
moons, couples also can take 
steps to save money. For example, 
delaying a trip until a few months 
after the wedding can help couples 
get back on their financial feet and 
enjoy their dream getaways. Cou-
ples visiting resorts also may want 
to opt for all-inclusive packages, 
which can provide great value, par-
ticularly on food and beverages.

Tips for choosing a honeymoon destination

Photo obtained from
metrocreativeconnection.com
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Newly engaged couples may ex-
perience an array of emotions when 
they sit down to plan their wed-
dings. Some couples cannot wait 
to jump into planning and want to 
catalog every aspect of the process, 
while others may proceed with cau-
tion because they don’t know what 
to expect — particularly in regard 
to cost.

Many couples find it difficult 
to create their wedding budgets 
because they have no previous ex-
perience to draw on. The wedding 
planning advisor CostofWedding.
com indicates the average wedding 
cost in the United States is $26,720, 
with most people spending be-
tween $20,000 and $34,000. Seventh 
Heaven Event Catering states that, in 
Canada, the average wedding costs 
around $30,000. 

Such costs can vary greatly de-
pending on couples’ preferences, 
including where they hope to tie 
the knot. 

By breaking down wedding 

expenses, couples can get a clearer 
picture of how much they may need 
to pay for their weddings and where 
they may need to cut costs. 
• Reception site: According to The 
Knot, a premiere wedding planning 
resource, couples can expect their 
receptions to eat up the largest 
chunk of their wedding budgets. 
Wedding reception venues may 
cost between $10,000 and $15,000. 
The average price for catering per 
person is roughly $70. Bar service 
may be around $2,000 for a three- 
to four-hour party. Some reception 
sites combine the room cost with 
the food and beverage costs, while 
others have à la carte fees.
• Cake: Wedding cakes tend to 
be multi-tiered intricate designs, 
so they will cost more than birth-
day cakes. According to Statistics 
Brain, wedding dessert will come in 
around $390.
• Music: The Knot says wedding 
bands cost around $3,500, which is 
more than twice as much as hiring a 

deejay ($1,200). Soloists or ceremo-
ny musicians may cost around $650.
• Wedding planner: Many couples 
employ wedding planners to make 
planning their weddings easier. 
Wedding planners cost an aver-
age of $1,300, says Thumbtack, a 
company that matches profession-
als with people who require their 
services.
• Transportation: Limousines and 
other transportation prices vary 
depending on the vehicle(s) couples 
choose. The Knot notes that bud-
geting between $400 and $500 for 
transportation might be wise.
• Wedding gown: Brides-to-be 
should expect their gowns to cost 
around $1,100 and the veil or head-
piece to be roughly $120, according 
to the Association of Bridal Consul-
tants.
• Photography and video: Pre-
serving wedding day memories 
costs around $2,800 for video and 
photography services, based on data 
from Statistics Brain.

Wedding costs: What to expect

Photo obtained from metrocreativeconnection.com
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Did you know?
Since Ancient Roman times, June has been a popular month 

for couples to tie the knot. 
The month’s namesake, the goddess Juno, was said to be the 

protector of women in every aspect, but most notably in regard 
to marriage and childbearing. Therefore, it made sense to get 
married and take the first step toward creating a family in June. 

For practical reasons, June also has been a prime month for 
marriage because the month is neither especially hot nor espe-
cially cold in many areas of the world. 

While dressed in formalwear — whether having an outdoor 
wedding or an indoor one — no one wants to be overheated or 
uncomfortably cold. 

While June is a still a popular month to get married, the wed-
ding resource The Knot indicates that autumn, in particular the 
months of September and October, has overtaken summer as 
the most popular wedding season. 

Warmer-than-average temperatures in autumn over the last 
few years as well as a dazzling display of natural color help 
make the fall a popular time for nuptials. 

Interestingly enough, perhaps due to a slightly cooler climate, 
a 2015 survey from Wedding Bells found August to be the most 
popular month to get married in Canada, and that 67 percent 
of weddings in Canada that year occurred between June and 
September. Photo obtained from metrocreativeconnection.com
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(Family Features) A wedding day 
is filled with symbolic tradition, from 
varied religious customs to the nev-
er-ending circle reflected in the rings 
and the types of flowers accentuating 
the celebration. 

Even with all the traditional rituals 
to consider, nearly every bride and 
groom can find ways to give their 
special day some unique touches that 
reflect their personality and love.

Music sets the mood for every wed-
ding, and it’s an easy place to put your 
own spin on the celebration. Wheth-
er you forgo the traditional bridal 
march entirely or simply look for an 
arrangement that gives an updated 
twist to the classic version, let guests 
know this isn’t your average wedding 
by setting the festivities against a 
soundtrack that lets your true charac-
ter shine.

The wedding party is intended to 
be a collection of those nearest and 
dearest to the bride and groom, who 
help ensure the day goes off without 
a hitch and who lead fellow revelers 

in celebrating the start of the new 
couple’s life together. That being said, 
there’s no reason this group must be 
limited to women on her side and 
guys on his, or even that it’s limited to 
humans – a beloved pooch can make 
for an adorable ring-bearer, after all.

Photography is an essential element 
of your big day, but think beyond the 
images you’ll capture throughout the 
wedding and reception. 

Photos lend a personal touch, no 
matter what your color scheme or 
theme. Integrate photos of the two of 
you at various stages of life, together 
as a couple and with loved ones (per-
haps even some you’re honoring in 
memoriam). You can display these at 
a table with the guest book, as part of 
the table centerpieces, or even on the 
gift table. Or take things digital and 
load all your images into a slide show 
set to music.

Make favors meaningful. Forgo 
more common items like bubbles and 
chocolate, and instead send a little of 
yourself home with your guests.

Maybe it’s a memento from a place 
with special meaning to you both, or a 
bottle opener shaped like a bicycle to 
represent the way you met. Just think 
about the moments and things that 
define you as a couple and do some 
searching online. You’ll probably be 
surprised by how quickly the options 
pile up.

Serve up a menu that shows guests 
more about your life together. Your 
loved ones can order basic beef or 
chicken anywhere. Instead, give them 
a glimpse into you. Make your main 
course the same food you enjoyed on 
your first date or during another mon-
umental moment in your courtship. Or 
plan the entire menu around a region 
that you hold close to your heart.

Weddings are filled with traditions, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t put 
your own touches on the day for a 
special event filled with memories 
that are uniquely your own. Find 
more advice for life’s special moments 
at  HYPERLINK “http://elivingtoday.
com/” elivingtoday.com.

Put more you into your wedding day
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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Receptions may be big or small, 
lavish or casual. But regardless of 
their size or style, receptions all 
share a common element: They 
will require couples set up seating 
arrangement for guests. 

Even though assigned seating 
isn’t mandatory, selecting seats for a 
sit-down dinner makes things sim-
pler and reduces confusion. Some 
reception venues may even require 
assigned seating so that catering 
staff can service tables accordingly. 

Seating guests can be tricky, but 
employing a few strategies can 
make the process go quickly and 
smoothly.
• Use a seating chart. A seating 
chart, whether it’s venue-specific or 
one couples make themselves, is es-
sential. If you use a self-made chart, 
inquire with the venue about the 
shape of tables, how many guests 
each table can seat and the location 
of tables around the space.

• Start with the wedding party table. 
Couples can ease themselves into 
the task of seating by doing the easy 
tables first. The primary one is the 
wedding party table. This tradition-
ally can be a dais or a sweetheart 
table flanked by the wedding party. 
According to Martha Stewart Wed-
dings, the table should be centrally 
located and the wedding couple 
should sit in the middle. A male-fe-
male pattern follows on either side 
of the couple, consisting of the ush-
ers, bridesmaids, best man and maid 
of honor. If much of the wedding 
party is already married, couples 
may opt to have the wedding party 
sit with their spouses instead of at 
the dais.
• Organize family tables. Tables 
for parents, grandparents and imme-
diate family members of the bride 
and groom also are high priority. 
Both families can be combined at 
one table, or they can be separated 

into two tables. These tables should 
be the closest to the bride and 
groom.
• Consider mobility issues. Next 
seat guests who have specific needs 
at tables. Elderly guests may want 
to be away from the band, deejay 
or speakers. Guests in wheelchairs 
may need an accessible seat near 
the exit. 
• Get some help. Enlist the help 
of parents to seat their friends and 
extended family members. Parents 
may know best who gets along and 
who should be separated.
• Seat dancers near the dance floor. 
To encourage dancing, place guests 
who tend to be lively close to the 
dance floor so others can see them 
getting up to dance and join in.
Couples can use apps, lists or self-
made charts to plot their reception 
seating arrangements. Create place 
cards or a central chart so guests can 
find their seats promptly and easily.

How to handle seating wedding guests
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